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Journal Mission

Progress in Polymer Science is devoted to the publication of definitive critical reviews of progress in the research area addressed, supported by relevant citations to the published literature, including a majority of citations to literature of the preceding decade.  With modern search engines, papers of interest may be readily identified; the value of a review is to help the interested reader evaluate this literature and the path forward; direct quotations from the published literature should be avoided. The goal is to make each paper a splendid starting point to understand the state-of-the-art of its subject. The journal publishes full reviews (10,000-20,000 words) and a few Trend articles (ca. 5,000 words), with the latter emphasizing a topic of currently developing interest.
The Editors will review proposals for reviews for submission to the journal, and will notify the author(s) on whether a review manuscript is invited on the proposed topic for further consideration. Unsolicited review manuscripts that are not preceded by an accepted proposal will not be reviewed. 

A proposal for submission of review to Progress in Polymer Science should provide the following information, presenting it in the order given.  
Date:_______________________

1. Proposal Title

2. Names, affiliations and email addresses of the author(s)

3. Topical Outline (300-500 words)
A statement giving the significance and current relevance of the topic, along with the scope of the review.

4. Table of Contents

A numbered list with principal topics 1, 2, 3, etc., and subtopics 1.1, 1.2, etc.  The titles of the principal and subtopics should be explicit representations of content of the relevant sections and subsections.
5. Reviews on the topic published in the preceding decade
Provide a list of reviews on closely related topics, with the author(s), title, journal, year, volume and page number.
6. Five publications by the author(s) 

List five (5) publications by the author(s) most closely related to the topic of proposed review.
7. Author publication record

Total number of publications of each author plus the number for each related to the proposed topic. 

8. Names of ten internationally recognized experts on the topic
The names suggested should not include persons with whom any of the authors have collaborated in the preceding 7 years (such names may appear in item 5).
9. Estimated statistics on the review

Provide estimates of the number of references and estimated percentage of references published within the last decade, the number of double-spaced pages, figures/schemes, and a tentative submittal date.
10. Information from the Editors
Submission of a manuscript to ‘Progress in Polymer Science’ is contingent on the agreement by all the authors that the submitted work has not received prior publication and that no portion of this or any other closely related work is under consideration for publication elsewhere in any medium, including electronic journals, computer databases, and publicly accessible preprint Web sites.

Given the nature of sources and continuity of availability, citations to Wikipedia should be avoided and the use of websites from and on the products of commercial organizations is discouraged.

All submissions are routinely examined for the use of excerpts from the published literature, and may be rejected if such are found in excess of standard nomenclature and phrases.  Aside from potential legal complications, the practice of copying published excerpts tends to frustrate the critical evaluation of the topic of interest that is an essential part of a useful review. 

All papers published in Progress in Polymer Science receive the benefit of a peer review. If your proposal is accepted the notice of acceptance will be accompanied by detailed instructions to facilitate preparation of a manuscript in the format required by the journal. In particular, the requirement for full titles of journal articles, patents, book chapters, etc., in the bibliography, along with the requirement for copyright permissions if use is made of copyright material; with respect to copyright material, a review should avoid more than incidental direct quotes from the literature, in favor of a presentation that offers your critical discussion and analysis of the topics of interest. 
Finally, proposals should be submitted via our submission platform Editorial Manager. Please select “Proposal” as the Article Type when submitting. Please submit your manuscript as a .docx or other editable format.
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