JUE Option to Submit Papers for Expedited Review with Prior Reports

The JUE has implemented the option to include prior correspondence with other journals about
your paper with your submission. The goal of this policy is to incentivize authors to submit high
quality papers that have been turned down by “top 5” journals to the JUE. The handling editor
at the JUE will make every attempt to expedite the JUE’s review process if the paper is
submitted with this option. However, the details of how the review is expedited are fully up to
the handling editor. The handling editor may decide to send these submissions out to zero, one
or two outside reviewers before making an editorial decision on the paper.

Submission requirements under this prior review policy are identical to those for the Journal of
Labor Economics in 2021:

All prior submissions of the paper must have been to Top-5 Journals only (American
Economic Review, Econometrica, Journal of Political Economy, Quarterly Journal of
Economics, and/or Review of Economic Studies). If you have ever submitted your paper
to any other journal, in addition to or instead of a Top-5 journal, please use the JUE’s
standard submission procedure.

You must submit ALL correspondence from all prior Top-5 journal submissions including
referee reports and editor’s decision letters.

Please include a cover letter with your submission requesting that the paper be
considered under the Prior Review Process. Organize and append all prior
correspondence with Top-5 journals into a single PDF file and upload this file as your
cover letter (not built into the manuscript). We recommend, but do not require, that
you include a letter similar to one you would submit with a revision in which you
address each of the editors' and referees' points and explain how you have modified the
paper or why you chose not to. If you have previously submitted the paper to more than
one top-five journal, and it is clear that the concerns about earlier submissions no
longer applied to the most recent submission, you may feel comfortable not responding
to earlier comments or doing so only very briefly and responding only to comments
about the most recent submission.

If you use this option when making a JUE submission and the handling editor discovers
that you have omitted some relevant materials (for example, you don’t send us
materials from one journal where the paper was rejected but you send them from
another journal) or that the paper was previously submitted to a journal other than a
Top-5 journal, we will immediately reject the paper even if we have already given it an
R&R or accepted it.



