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NOTE: This template will assist you with formatting your manuscript. Remove all explanatory information when finalising your manuscript.

· It is essential that authors follow the Guide for Authors when preparing their submission. 
· Submissions not adhering to the Guide for Authors will be sent back for correction prior to peer review and will unnecessarily delay any decision on your manuscript. 
· All manuscripts should be double spaced. 
· Do not include line numbers. These are automatically inserted when the PDF is generated. 
Title: 

Include the full title which includes a description of the study design (if appropriate). Do not include country location in the title. 

Example: Optimising nutrition provision to critically ill patients throughout their hospital stay: A randomised controlled trial 

Abstract: 

Limit 350 words. Other than for discussion papers, use the structure suggested by the relevant reporting guideline for your design. Clinical trials must include registration number and date of first recruitment. Below is a generic structure that indicates required content for research.
Background:

Aim/Objective:

Methods: include information about the study design, setting, participants, data collection and data analysis.
Results: statistical results in the abstract must include point estimates and confidence intervals
Conclusions: conclusions must link to and follow from the study findings reported in the results
Registration: The registration body and number plus date of first recruitment must be provided for clinical trials. For reviews, the registration body and registration number should be included. (This information is not included in the 350 word limit).
Tweetable abstract: an optional additional 140-character (not word) message that can be ‘tweeted’. You can add / include author twitter handles but keep well within the absolute maximum for Twitter of 280 characters so that others can tailor the message and include a link.
Example:

Families want to engage in nutrition care but find this difficult in the period immediately following ICU admission. @AndreaM_au @CriticalCareNu1
Keywords

Provide between four and ten key words that accurately identify the paper's subject, purpose, method and focus. Use the Medical Subject Headings (MeSH®) thesaurus (see http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html) or Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health (CINAHL) headings where possible. Give keywords in alphabetical order & separate with a semi colon.

Example:

Enteral Nutrition; Hospital; Intensive Care; Nursing Staff; Professional-Family Relationships; Randomized Controlled Trial; Stakeholder Engagement 
Main manuscript:
The body of your paper should not exceed the allowable word limit for the type of submission. Please refer to the Guide for Authors for further information. Submissions which exceed the word limit will not be considered. Supplementary files can be used to provided additional data to support your manuscript. 
Please minimise the use of abbreviations. Only commonly used abbreviations should be included. 
All tables and figures and supplementary material must be cited in the text. For tables and figures in supplementary material cite “supplementary material table X” etc. Abbreviations used in tables and figures should include an explanation at the foot of the table/figure. Abbreviations should be listed in alphabetical order.
The basic structure below is appropriate for most manuscript types. Please consult the appropriate reporting guideline for your study (see https://www.equator-network.org/) our Guide for Authors and author checklist. 
Background 

Methods

For all research, this must include a final section including details of ethical approval, informed consent and, where relevant registration. Details of ethical approval must include the name of the approving institution and approval number.  
NOTE: It is a requirement of the journal that a copy of the letter of ethical approval be uploaded using ‘Ethical statement’ as the file type. For quality studies where ethical approval has been waived, please upload correspondence from the organisation confirming that this is the case. Where specific jurisdictions do not require ethical approval for some study designs, the authors should provide the details, including a link to the relevant information, so this can be assessed by the Editorial Team.
Results 

Please adhere to the SAMPL Guidelines for Statistical Reporting when developing your manuscript. 
Discussion 

Limitations

Conclusion(s) 
Author Contributions (CRediT Statement)

Australian Critical Care adheres to the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors criteria for authorship including: i) Substantial contribution to the conception or design of the work; or acquisition, analysis or interpretation of data for the work; AND ii) Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND iii) Final approval of the version to be published; AND iv) Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved. A statement to attesting that all named authors meet these criteria should be included in your letter to the editor. 

For transparency, we encourage authors to submit a file outlining individual contributions to the paper for all authors and named contributors using the relevant CRediT roles: Conceptualisation; Data curation; Formal analysis; Funding acquisition; Investigation; Methodology; Project administration; Resources; Software; Supervision; Validation; Visualisation; Roles/Writing - original draft; Writing - review & editing.

Statements should be formatted with the names first and CRediT role(s) following. Please click here for more details.

Example:
Andrea P. Marshall: Conceptualisation, methodology, writing – original draft, supervision, project administration
Emma J. Ridley: Conceptualisation, methodology, writing – original draft, funding acquisition
Peter Thomas: methodology, investigation, formal analysis, writing – review & editing

Acknowledgements: 

Please provide details of any individuals who have contributed to the study but who do not meet authorship requirements. Permission to include individual’s names should be sought before submission. If there are no acknowledgements relevant to this manuscript, please provide a statement to this effect.

Example: The authors would like to acknowledge the contribution of K Blumenauer, consumer, who provided advice on the study design and data collection and I Hughes who provided statistical advice. 
Statement of Financial Support:

Please provide details of any financial support provided for the work reported in this manuscript. If no financial support was provided, please provide a statement to this effect.

Example:

This research was partially funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and the Gold Coast Health Collaborative Research Grant Scheme. The funders had no part in the study design, conduct or data analysis and did not have any authority over these activities.

Data availability statement:

A data availability statement tells the reader where the research data associated with a manuscript is available, and under what conditions the data can be accessed. They also include links (where applicable) to the data set. Please provide a statement regarding data availability. Examples of different data availability statements are available here
.
Declaration of competing interests: 
Use the most appropriate statement as listed below. Where competing interests exist, please provide this additional detail. 

The authors declare that they have no known competing financial interests or personal relationships that could have appeared to influence the work reported in this manuscript. OR 
The authors declare the following financial interests/personal relationships which may be considered as potential competing interests: 
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Australian Critical Care uses the Vancouver referencing style. All references should be accurate and complete and include a doi, where available. References should appear after punctuation. In EndNote, the Sage Vancouver style should be used.
Figure captions

Ensure that each figure has a caption. Supply captions separately, not attached to the figure. A caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a description of the figure. Keep text in the figures themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols and abbreviations used in a footnote, ensuring that these are listed in alphabetical order.
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